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H E Subject of the enſuing Treatiſe is, 
in it ſelf, of ſo little Moment, that it 
may ſeem neeaful to apologize for offer- 
ing it to public View. But no one 
knows any Thing of the Hiſtory of RR- 

| LIGION, that bath not ſeen, with 
| Aboniſbment, the power of that Name to make little 
Things become great; 10 give Trifles a ſolemn Air ;, and 
to exalt Circumſtances and Modes into Objects, not of 
Men's grave Attention only, but, of their warmeſt Paſ- 
Lions and Zeal, | 
Even under the Ch riſtian Diſpenſation, that ratianal, 
ſublime and ſpiritual Scheme of Worſhip, the Minds of its 
Profeſſors have with great violence been agitated, and 
| fierce Controverſies have aroſe upon the moſt frivolous 
Point. betber the Sacramental Supper is to be eaten 
with leavened, or with unleavened Bread — be- 
ther Eaſter 18 to be kept preciſely on the fourteenth Day 
after the firſt vernal Moon : Or, not till the Sunday 
ollowing ? -i] belber the Holy Ghoſt proceeded from 
the Father AND the Son: Or, from the Father BY be 
Son? A beiber the Chriſtian Laity «ere to croſs thems- 
ſelves with two Fingers only : Or, whether, like the Cler- 
gy» they might not uſe three® 2— Furious and dire Contro- 
' werfies 


The Church, through the vaſt Empire of Ry „was greatl 

rent and inflamed, EN. Tortures 50 Death i i in the reign 4 
of Czar Theodore, by this inſignificant Diſpute. 'Vid. Prejent 
State of Ruſffa —— Vol. I. Page 238. Voltaire ſays, a vio- 
lent Sedition was raiſed by it in Afracas, Life of Charles XII. 
page 21, 


N PN 4 1.10 oY 
verſies, to tbe terrible umu of Kingdoms and States; 

and io the infinite Reproach of the Chriſtian Doctrine 
and Name, have been kindled up in the Church, upon 

- ſuch trifling Debates, 

Of much the ſame Moment is the Point bere diſcuſſed ; 
viz, whether Baptiſm is 10 be adminiſtered by Dipping the 
Body under Water; Or, by Sprinkling or Pouring on. 

There are ſome worthy and good Perſons — (extremely 
firange to conſider I) who lay ſo great fireſs upon this tri- 
vial Circumſtance in Religion, as to allow none to be 
baptized Chriſtians but aboſe who have been dipt— 70 
break off chriſtian Fellowſhip, and renounce Commu- 
nion as Saints, with Men of the moſt ſhining Piety, if 
they bade not been thus baptized— And even to think 
themſelves obliged to be unwearied in raiſing Doubts and 
Anxieties in the Breaſts of Such, concerning the Validity 
and Truth of their Baptiſm. 

Many pious, but weak Minds bave been greatly diſ- 
turbed, not to ſay diſtreſſed, with Scruples on this Head. 
When they hear it confidently affirmed —That Baptiſm 
evermore, and conſtantly, implies Dipping — That no 
Perſon ever was, or can be, baptized, who has not been 
dipt— Aud conſequently, that themſebues are as really un- 
baptized, as Pagans or Turks —1! fills them with con- 
cern, They doubt whether they are not wanting in Obe- 
dience to an expreſs Command and Inſtitution of CHRIST. 

Effettually io remove every Scruple of this kind, 10 

ew, that there is no Occaſion of putting this Yoke up- 
on the Neck of the Diſciples, and io vindicate CHRIS 
- TIAN1ITY from the unworthy Imputation of laying ſo 
great a Sirefs upon ſo merely circumſtantial and external 
a Thing, is the Deſign of the enſuing Treatiſe. How far 


ii ſhall be effectual io anſwer this Purpoſe—is bumbly left | 
to the Favour of Heaven; and to the calm and impartial - t 
Fudgment of thoſe into whoſe Hands it may happen to fall. P 

* 1 


THE 


e 
OUESTION. 
4 Chriſtian-Baptiſm to be adminiſtered 0n- 

LY by Immerſion, cr Dipping the Body 


under Water ? or, may it not AL so, by 
Sprinkling, or Pouring Water on it? 


n E following Trat is intend- 
8 oy ed to prove, | 


1 
Fiss r, That Dipping the 
Body under Water, was not 
ce only antient and ſcriptural 

ARG) way of Buptizing. And 


SFr ODL y, That, if it was, yet a ſtrict ad- 
herence to it, is not obligatory upon us: but 
that this Circumſtance may, very lawfully and 
properly, be now exchanged for that of Sprink- 
my 


or Pouring. 
+ SECT 
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1X Firſt, to be eu That Dipping the 
Body under Water, was not the only * 


and ſcriptural way of Baptizing. To which 
ſe, the bree following Things are premi ＋ 3 


in which all are agreed. 


I. That Baptiſm (i. e. Water. Baptiſm) i is but 
an emblematical, or figurative Thing. 


II. That the general nature or deſign of this 
| Emblem or Figure, is— by the application of Wa- 
ter, to /ignify or betcken a Perſon to be holy or 
clean; appropriated to, and fit for the divine 


Service, And, 


* III. That Baptiſts was really a divine Inſtitution 3 
and, by the expreſs command of Gop, practiſed 
as a religious Rite in his Church ; both long before, 
and at the time of 7oby's and ChRISsT's appear- 


ing, and beginning to baptize. 


TuIS f Propoſition i is not, perhaps, ſo care- 
fully attended to, as it ought. We are wont to 


conſider Baptiſm, as a purely Chriſtian Iuſtitution; 
and to trace it to no higher Origin than Jesus 
CRRIsT, or Jabn the Baptiſt. But this is cer- 
tainly wrong. Baptiſm was, unqueſtionably, a 
divine Inſtitution ; practiſed as a religious and ſacred 
Ceremony, in the Church of Gop, Ages before. 
There were Jager Bar liche. diverſe kings of Baptiſms, 


the Apoſtle expreſsly ſays“, in which the Wor- 


Neither 


ſhip of God flood, under the Jewiſh 8 


* Heb. ix, 10. 


and primitive manner of Baptizing. 3 
Neither John, nor our Saviour, did properly in- 
fitute this Rite : but only took this antient, 
ſtanding, religious Iaſtitution, and applied it to 
a particular Purpoſe, in their Miſſion : namely, By 
the application of Water, to betoken to certain Per- 
ſons, that they ſhould be accepted of Gop, as holy 
and pure; fit for bis Service, and for a place in that 
Church, or Kingdom of the Mzs$1AHn, which was 
then going to be ſet up. oh 

Tay made no alteration in it's general Na- 
ture or Degen. Baptiſm, under the New Teſta- 
ment, has the very ſame general Meaning, Pur- 
poſe or Intent, with Baptiſm under the Old: 
And is but an application of Water to ni 
or 6etoken a perſon to be holy, or conſecrated to 

the ſervice of GOD. It is a ceremonial, and but 
a ceremonial, Haſhing in both. | | 

Now, foraſmuch as neither CHRIST, nor Jobn 
the Baptiſt, did properly inf:ute, but only borrow- 
ed or continued this before-inſtituted Ceremony; 
and foraſmuch, as it has the very ſame general 
meaning and deſign under the Chriſtian Scheme of 
Worſhip, as it had under the Jeuiſh; it follows, 
that to look back to the MANN ER of it's admi- 
niftration under the Old Teftament, will be of 
great uſe to diręct us, as to the Manner of it's 
adminiſtration under the New. 

War, then, was the Manwnes, in which 
Baptiſm was wont to be adminiſtered ; that is to 

| B 2 ſay, 


＋ It is a great Truth (ſays Grotius) what the moſt learned 
Broughton notes, That Chriſt inflituted no new Rites. Vid. 
Tra concerning Communicating, &c. 

Our Lord took (ſays Dr. Lightfoot) into his Hands 
tin, (ach as he found it: adding only this, that he exal 
it to a nobler Purpoſe, and to a larger Uſe. Hor, Heb. Matt. 
u, 6. | | | * da 


4 Dipping, not the only ſcriptural = 
ſay, in which Hater was wont io be applied, by 
Gop's expreſs Command, 1 Perſons or Things, 
to betoken them boly, and conſecrated to his Service 
at that Time, and in that Church, in which both 
Jobn and J gsus CnRISTH were born, and brought 
up? Was it onLY by Dipping wholly under 
Water? Or, was it not ALso by Sprinkling, or 
Pouring it on? 1 reply—Undoubtedly by both, 

That it was ſometimes by Dipping, there is 
no diſpute. And that it was alſo, ſometimes, by 
Sprinkling, or Pouring on, the Caſe is equally 
clear. Amongſt a multitude, I ſhall mention 
but the following Texts. 

Lzgvir. xiv. When a Leger, who had been 
put out from the Camp of Jae (the then En- 
cloſure, or Church of God) as being unclean or 
unboly, was again to be taken in, and received 
to the Communion of Saints, (i. e. of the Tfrathites, 
the holy People) and to a free acceſs to Gop ; 
by what Ceremony was it done ? SPRINKLING 
Water on bim, was one of the principal Rites by 
which he was thus received. Verſe 7. And He, 
the Prieft, ſball Sy ax KLE upon bim, that is 10 be 
cleanſed from the Leproſy, and ſhall pronounce lum 
clean. By the ſame Rite alſo, of SprxINKLING, 
the infeed Houſe was to be purified, i. e. declared 
boly or clean. Verſes 51, 52. 

Nor x, It ought carefully to be remembered, 
that be Law is expreſsly ſaid to be a Shadow or 
of the ChnisTIAan Diſpenſation; and 
the then Scheme of Worſhip, was intended to 
be a ſacred Figure or Type of the preſent *. 

Nu uz. viii. When the Levijes were to be 
ſeparated from the reſt of the Tribes, and con- 
ſecrated a boly Priefibood za Gop (a Figure of 
| . ir | , 2 . Chriſtians, 

* Heb. viii. 5. ix. 9. x. 5. Vid. Peirce in Loc. it 


and primitive manner of Baptizing. 5 
Cbriſtians, who, at their Baptiſm, are ſeparated 
from the reſt of the World, and are conſecrated 
a boly Prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices F.) 
-How was it done ? Verſes 6, 7. Take the Levites, 
from among the Children of 1jrael, and cleanſe them : 
And thus ſhalt thou do unto them, to cleanſe them, 
SPRINKLE Water of purifying upon them. . | 

Nu u. Xix. 11. If a Man had touched a 
dead Body, and was thereby become unclean, unfit 
to approach Gop, and to ſtand before him in 
his Sanctuary; by what Rite was he to be declar- 
ed clean, and readmitted to the divine Preſence ? 
The Water of ſeparation was to be SPRINKLED up- 
on. bim, and upon bis Tent, and upon his Veſſels. 

FinalLy, When the J1fraehtes were called 
out from among the idolatrous Egyptians; and 
were ſanctified and fer apart as a holy People or 
Church to Gop; they were all baptized, the 
Apoſtle ſays , by the Cloud, and by the Sea, w 71 
woe, I en zn laaxoom; i. e. by the Cloud pouring 
down Water on them, and by the Sea Sprinkling 
them with it's Surges, as they paſſed through. 
And when they were, in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, entered into covenant with JzHovan at 
Sinai, and formed into a Church; by what Token 
or Rite did Moſes, the Mediator, initiate or ad- 
mit them? When Moſes bad ſpoken every precept 
10 all the People, according 'to the Law; and they 
had publickly conſented and promiſed to obey; 
He took the Blood of ſacrificed Beaſts, and Water, 
and SPRINKLED both the Book and all the People f. 

Hexex, then, it is indiſputable ; that Spaixk- 
LING, or PouRING ON Hater, was one of the 

principal 
by 1 Pet. ii. 5, 


1 Cor. x. 2. See more concerning this Text, p. 11. 
+ | EY 
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principal Ways in which it was applied, = 12 
expreſs Command, to betoken Perſons to 6 

Or, that it was a religious Ceremony, by ps 
Men were taken from a State of Diſtance, into a 
State of Nearneſs or acceſs to Almighty Gop, in 
the very Church, wherein Jobs and Ixsus Cn risT 
were brought up, and from which 'they bor- 
rowed this religious Rite of BayTIZzING—Por it 
is carefully to be obſerved that this | is but a boy- 
rowed Rite. 

Bur, perhaps, it will be replied — That 
« none of the Inſtances, now mentioned, of ap- 
« pling Water for Purification, were really Bap- 
« 7izing ; for the true and the only Import of that 
* word is Plunging or Dipping” —If this, indeed, 
can be proved, all that has been alleged muſt be 
owned of little Weight. But if the contrary be 
clearly ſnewn; if it can be evidently demon- 
ſtrated that the Word Bae, 70 Baptize, is fre- 
quently (and even generally) uſed in Scripture, 
where the act of Pouring or Sprinkling, not Dip- 
ping, is intended; and that the above-mention*d 
applications of Water, under the Jewiſb Law, 
are expreſsly called Bay TIs Mus, — the Point will 
be then fully cleared; and, there remains no far- 
ther room for doubt, as to this matter. But both 
theſe, I apprehend, are very evidently to be 
ſhewn—To begin with the latter. 

1. The above-mentioned applications of Water, 
under the Jewiſb Lat, are, in Scripture, account- 
ed and actually called Baptiſins. For, Heb. 1x. 10. 
it is ſaid the Few Diſpenſation flood in meats, and 
_ drinks, and Divx RSB BAPTISMS, diagopors BN 

os. All, who underſtand the Original, know, 
that tbe words do and muſt mean diverſe sox TS f 
Baptiſms, or Baptiſms of different Species or 2 * 

At 


r 


ſee alſo Wiſdom vii. 10. uaοοα, gurev Dive 


and primitive manner of Baptizing. 7 


It is not faid mores many, nor Torinus Various, 


but Jrapegus diverſe, or differing Sorts, The only 
place, in the new Teſtament, where the word 
(Hiagep&) is uſed, beſides this, is Rom. xii. 6. 
Where, by Jager xauoudle differing, or diverſe 
Gifts, is indiſputably meant ſeveral differing x ix DS 
of Gifts; as the words following demonſtrate, viz, 
Prophecy, Teaching, Ruling, &c. The Word 
Bali pe Bapliſins, in the one Place, like the 
Word xagopeals Gifts, in the other, is uſed as a 
Genus, or general Term, under which are com- 
rehended ſeveral Species or Kinds; and, when 
1 joined with Jiapofo diverſe, muſt neceſſarily 
ſignify ſeveral different Manners, or Modes, of ap- 
plying Water, for ceremonial Purification, un- 
der the Fewiſh Law. Some of theſe were by 
Dipping, ſome by Sprinkling or Pouring. Should, 
then, a Perſon now ſay — That here is no Bap- 
tiſm but by Dipping, — he would moſt plainly and 
undeniably contradict the Apoſtle ; For he would 
hereby affirm, that there is but on kind of Bap- 
tiſm ; whereas the Apoſtle declares there are MORE 

kinds than ox 
As, in the forecited Paſſage, Rom. xii. 6, by 
calling the ſeveral Powers in the Chriſtian Church, 
viz. Prophecy, Ruling, Teaching, Jiaęepe Xapiopels 
differing Gifts, the Apoſtle does, undoubtedly, 
| pronounce 


Concerning the Senſe of the Word 2 diverſe, 
Nu. ties, or di- 

verſe Sorts, of Plants. Dan. vii. 19. Ongwov i ,ůẽGq ra 
Tay Unetov a Beaſt of a Kind or Species eren, n 
other Beaſts. So the Word JrapopwrreG®- is twice uſed, in this 
ſame Rpiſtle. Heb. i. 4. and viii. 6. in both which Places, it 
fignifies of a very different kind, A Name, of a very diffe- 
. and a Miniſtry, of a very different kind from 

ir's, | 


led diverſe or differing kinds of Bapti 
are then but one and zbe ſame Baptiſm of differ 


3 - Dipping, not the only ſeriptural 
nounce each to be 4 Gift z fo, by calling the 
are Ways of Jewiſh Purification, viz. Sprinkling, 
Pouring, Dipping, " S1apepu Baxliouwa differing Bap- 
tiſms, he does, as certainly and undoubtedly, pro- 
nounce each to be @ Baptiſm, Yea, that the 
Apoſtle has, in this Place, a more particular regard 
to the Fewwiſh SyRINKLINGS, than Diixcs, 
ſeems highly probable (to ſay the leaſt) from his 
expreſs mention of the SPRINKL1NGs, Verſe 
13. as ſome of the principal of thoſe legal 
Purifications, or differing Baptiſms, concerning 
which he had ſpoken. Verſe 10. For if the Blood 


of Bulls and of Goats, and the aſbes of a Heifer, 


(with which the Water of Purification was made) 
SPRINKLING the unclean, ſantiifieth to the Puriſy- 
ing of the Fleſh , How much more, &c. 

Ir any ſhall imagin that the Baptizing of Cups, 
Pots, Tables, human Bodies, &c. is meant by theſe 
diverſe Baptiſms : The Reply is obvious. Theſe, 
if they muſt be all Dipt, in order to their being 


baptized, can with no Truth or 4 mg cal- 
iims ; for they 


ring Things. | | | 

ris then, is full Proof that the Scripture 
uſes the word Baza1:ouss, Baptiſm, in ſo general 
and large a Senſe, as evidently to comprehend. 
Sprinkling, if not chiefly to intend it. Sprinkling 
then, in the Judgment of an inſpired writer, is 
an authentic and divinely inſtituted manner of 
Baptizing. I proceed, I 

2. To ſhew, that the word BAHN, io baptize, 
is frequently uſed, in Scripture, where the act of 
Pouring or Sprintling, not Dipping, is intended: And, 


that a Perſon is ſaid 4 be baptized, when not his 
| | | whole 


and primitive manner of Baptixing. 9 
whole Body was plunged under Water, but when 
Water was applied only to a Part. | 
Lokk xi. 38. The Phariſee, who invited our 
Lord to. dine with him, marvelled that be had 
not firſt been BAPTIZED before Dinner, eri mewrov 
«Canin. Did he expect that our Lord ſhould 
have plunged bis tybole Body under Water before 
Dinner? Undoubtedly not. But what his expec- 
taions were, may be learnt from thoſe of his Bro- 
ther- Phariſec in the very ſame Caſe, as to the Diſci- 
ples; They found Fault with them for eating with de- 
filed, that is to Jay, with unwasnen HANDS “. 
＋ So Grotius explains it — ECa1:dn baptized ; that 
is, ſays he, le ras xegas, bad not firſt waſhed 
his Hands, And ** Dr. Pocack obſerves, and 
« quotes Beza as ſaying, that BaC a, to be 
* baptized (Luke xi. 38.) means the ſame as aue2ar 
„ and xine io waſp, and io waſh the Hands. 
* And ſince that waſbing the Hands might be 
* done, either by putting them into the Wa- 
* ter, or by pouring Water on them; here is 
„ a Word uſed, care, which comprehends 
* both the one and the other of theſe Ways t”. 
MaRKk vii. 3, 4. The Phariſees, and all the Fews:, 
when they come from the Market, tan un Cc ex- 
cept they are BAPTIZED, eat not. Did they think 
themſelves obliged, on every ſuch Occaſion, to 
be DieT wholly under Water ? Abſurd to ima- 
gine! For itis ſaid, 12 only the Phariſees, but 
| ALL 


* Mark vii. 2. | ; 

+ Note, Aaron and his Sons, even when they went into the 
Tabernacle, and officiated in the moſt ſolemn manner, to offer 
up the Burnt-offering upon the altar unto God; are directed 
(Exodus xxx. 18—21.) to waſh their Hands and their Fart at 
the Laver, Verſe. 19—(not to bathe the whole Body) And 
again, Verſe 21. So Hall they waſh their Hand: and their 

ert, that they die not. 


t Dr. Vallis Defence, &c, page 111. 


* 


10 Dipping, not the only ſcriptural 
ALL ihe Fews—If the Phariſaic Severity might, 


poſſibly, ſubject thoſe. very preciſe Perſons to ſuch 


a total Immer/ion, at all Times, even in the depth 
of Winter, whenever they came from Market ; it 
can never be imagined, that ALL tbe Fews did 
the ſame. Dr. Pocock proves, from Maimonides 
and the whole Body of the Rabbins, that the 
Jews had no ſuch cuſtom ||, Some, indeed, to 
weaken this Teſtimony of the Rabbins, have al- 


leged the many whimſical and filly notions with 
w 


ich their Writings abound: but this is, cer- 
tainly, it ſelf extremely weak. The enquiry is 
about a national cuſtom, a common, familiar, well 


known F. Were their Heads ſo ſtrangely 


turned that they could not tranſmit to us a cre- 


dible Account what their anal Uſage was as to 


whing tbe Hands? Should a Papiſt, or Mahometan | 
be call 


| ed into a Court of Judicature to give Teſ- 
timony to any public, indifferent Fa; would 


not any Perſon draw upon himſelf the fmiles of 


the Court, who ſhould attempt to ſet aſide their 
Evidence, . by alleging their ab/urd notions and 
ſpec ulations in Religion? 

' OTHrExs aware of the Force of this Text, en- 
deavour to evade it by a different Rendering, viz. 
And what they buy in the Market, unleſs it be waſhed, 
dipt, they eat nat. But this will, by no means, 
belp off the difficulty. They might, indeed, 
thus baptize, or dip, the Fο and Herbs they 
brought from the Market; but did they allo 


dip their Corn, Honey, Meal, Salt, Oyl, Mill, 
'&c ? | 


OTHz 8 object, — That, not to ſuppoſe. the 


Evangeliſt here to mean a ral 9 
4. 


Vid. Wall, Ibid. 
+ Dr. Gale: Reflexions, &c. page 167. 


ly | 
y 
o 
- 
* 


and primitive manner of Baptizing. 11 


candles is to make him guilty of an inſipid 


Tautology. For after having faid, Verſe 3. The 
Phariſees, and all the Jews, except they waſh theit 
Hands oft, eat not. e would not immediately 
have added, Verle. 4. And when they come fr om the 
Market, except they waſh they eat noi — had not this 
latter waſhing been ſomething different from the 
former. But, why not ? Is it not quite proper 
to ſay be Phariſees and all the Jews, except they 
waſh their Hands oft (avypn ſedulò, crebro, ſæpiſ- 
ſime, ſo the Syriac. Caſaub. Vulg. Eraſm. Arab. 
i. e. frequently and carefully) eat not. And (particu- 
larly, one occaſion, in which they are wont thus 
carefully to waſh, is) when they came from the Mar- 
ket ; for then, except they waſh they eat noa. 
Ix the ſame Mark vii. 4. we read of the 
Waſting (Gr. Banliowss the . of Cups, 
and Pots, and Kawav of Beds, Did they waſh 
their Couches and Beds by putting them wholly un- 
der Water? No; this Word Banliays Baptiſms, 
ſays Dr, Lightfoot *, does not N y Dip- 
ping or putting under Water; ſometimes 
waſhing only, or even Sprintling. | 
1 Cor: x. 1, 2. The Apoltle ſays — All our 
Fathers wers under the Clouu, and all paſſed through the 
Sea, and were all BAPTIZED into Moſes, - call 
cao en TH begebe Ty Janecon by the Claud and by 
the Sea. But how were they baptized 1N, or By, 
the Cloud, and By the Sea? By being immerſed 
into, or totally overwhelmed with them ? Moſt 
certainly, not, The Egyptians were thus baptized : 
The 1freelites were not. For it is ſaid, Brod xiv. 
21, 22. The Lord cauſed the Sea to go back, by a 
prong Eaſi Wind, 4 Night, and made the Sa 
n | 


DRY 


Vid. Foli. Syn. in Loc. 
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DRY LAND; and the Waters were DIVIDED; 
And the children f Iſrael went into the midſt of the 
Sea, upon the ox V GrounD ; and the Waters were 
a Mall unio them on their right Hand, and on their 
tft.” Note, though they might poſlibly be faid to 
be covered or overwhehned by the Cloud; yet fo 
were they not, nor could they be, by the Sea. 
The Sea, it is undeniable, never overtobelnied, or 
covered, them at all: Yet behold ! they are ex- 
prelsly ſaid 1% be baptized in, or by, the Sea, as 
well as by be Cloud. Their being baprized, then, 
by tbe Sea, maſt ſignify ſomething ejſe beſides 
being immerſed into, or covered or overwhelmed 
with i it. J/hbat, then, does it mean? Or How 
were they baptized by it f—As Gop ſent a ſtrong 
Eaſi-Wind to drive back and divide the Waters; 
the fame Inſtrument was, no doubt, employed 
to continue them in this State, Now by the 
mighty Agitation into which the Waters were 
caſt, by this violent Repagſon; and the ſtrong 
Wind at the fame Time furiouſly blowing; it is 
eaſy to conceive the Ifraelites muſt be 
Sprintled with the Spray of the toſſing Waves, 
and tbus were baptized by it. | 

HERE, then, is n 
of a Scripture- Baptiſm without Inmerſſon. 
Iſraelites are expreſsly ſaid to be baptized in, or big 
the Sea, as well as by the Cloud; yet no one will 
1 to ſay they were buried or en in 


In further Confirmation of this Senſe of the 
Word, Carlo 10 baptize, I beg leave to aſk — 
What is the real Nature or Defign of Chriſtian 
Baptiſm ? Ir is unqueſtionably but an emblematical, 
or figurative Thing. But what is tbe Water, in 
this religious — Fs to figure or repreſent ? 

' Undoubt- 
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and primitive manner of Baptizing. 13 
Undoubtedly the Hol v-GnosT *. This is fre- 
quently, in Scripture, ſpoken of and promiſed, 
under the Emblem of Water : And is repre- 
ſented as the great Inſtrument of purifying, re- 


' freſhing and Arengibening the Soul, as Water is of 


the Body. Accordingly, Fobn ſays, I indeed 
baptize you with WATER ; but He, Chriſt, ſhall 
baptize you with the HoL v-GnosT—Except a Per- 
fon is born of WaTER, and of the Sp1R1T — Re- 
pent,” and be BAPTIZED, every one of you, and ye 
Hall receive the gift of the Hot y-GnosT — Can 
any forbid WATER, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, 
who have received the Hol y-GnosT ? The W asn- 
ING eneration and the ng of the Hol y- 
Gut 2 is, therefore, „ to be ob- 
ſerved, that the War ER, which in Chriftian 
Baptiſm is applied to the Body, being intended 
as an Emblem of the Hol v-SpIRITT, which is 
promiſed to the Soul, to ſan#ify and cleanſe it; 
it will throw great Light on the preſent Subject 
to take notice in,wbat Manner this SpIRIT 
is repreſented, in Scripture, as communicated or 
given to'us. Are we, generally, repreſented as 
immer ſed into, or overwhelmed with the SpIRIT: 
Or elſe, as having it youRED Down upon us ? 
Undoubtedly by the latter. 

By one SPIRIT we are dll BAPTIZED into one 
Body—And, He ſhall nA YTIZ E you with the HoL v- 
GnosT and with Fire. How was this done? The 
Scripture itſelf informs us — viz. By tbe HoLy- 
GnosT deſcending, and S1TTING ON THEM, it 

n the 


£ 


See Luke iii. 16, John iii. 5. Ads i. 5. ii. 38. x. 47. 
1 7 1 = Tit. - 1 4 
ai, xliv. 3. Zack. xxxvi. 28, 27. iv. 
A Jar iv. 10, 14. 


when they were baptized with it; but it on felt | 


1 
4 . Dipping, net the only ſcriptural 

the farm of cloven Tongues of Fire *, Note, They 

were not averwbelmed, or covered, with the Fire, 


upan, and refted on them. And ſee how St. Peter 
remarks upon bis - Fa#, namely, their being 
baptized with the Hor y-GrosT, and it's reſting on 
them in. the form of Fire! Verſes 16, 17, 18. 
This is that, which was ſpoken by the Prophet oel, 
aud it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt Days, ſaitb ans 
Iwill your our of my Spirit upon, all Flt 

And ON my Servants, and on my Hand-maids 4 10 
PQUR OUT, in thoſe Days, of my Spiair. Ob- 
ſerve, Tu ig is THAT which was ſpoken — i. c. By 
this. Fact, of our Baptiſm with the Spirit, is that 
Prophecy, I will pour out, fulfilled —— So A 
*. 44. 46. And xi. 15, 16. When Peter, and 
the eus which were with him, /aw tbe Hol v- 
Gnosr tries, 4 exuexular e ru ibu, FALL ON, 
and POURED. QUT UPON the Gentiles; then re- 
membered I, ſays he, the word of the Lord, how that 
he ſaid, John indeed Ar rA D with Water; but 
3%. ſpall be BAPTIZED. with the HoLy-GurosT. 
Hence, then, it is moſt evident, that bis PUR 
ING OUT of the Sp1RlT, which Peter law, was 
that Ba vr 15M with the Sy iI of which CHRIS 
ſpake; and of which Baptiſm with Water was an 
ny Emblem or Sign. 

Szz alſo, how the Apoſtle Paul, Tit. iii. 5, 6. 
joins the Sign, and the Thing Hgnifed; and illu- 
ſtrates the one, by the other, The waſhing of Re. 
generation (i. e. the ba W Water, the Sign) 
and tbe renewing of the Holy Gb, (the Thing [3 
"ified by i it, not, with which we are overwbelme 
nor inio which we are dipt, but) which bo ba 

HED 
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and primitive manner of Baptizing. 15 
Sud Cιν POURED OUT UPON us abundantly— 
So then, the Manner in which we all, by one Sp1- 
RIT, are BAPTIZED into one Body, is by having 
that Sy1RIT ſhed down, or PoURED OUT upon 
us z and of the imparting to us ibis Sy1Rr1T, the 
baptiſmal Water is the appointed Emblem, Repre- 
ſentation or Sign. Let it hence, then, be now 
fairly and impartially judged —In what manner 
this Water is moſt fgnificantly applied — If Bap- 
tiim, by Immerſion, be allowed to be more ſigni- 
ficative of a Death unto Sin, as is uſually urged 
from Coloſs. ii. 12; Sprinkling or Pouring on, ſurely, 
is much more ſignificative of the promiſe of the 
Hor y-Syrr1T, and of it's cleanſing, ſupport- 
ing, and quickening Influences z which is the 
principal Thing intended to be repreſented, and 
ſhewed forth, in this Ceremony. 

IT beg leave farther to obſerve In the Chriſtian 
Scheme, every true Diſciple is repreſented as be- 
ing conſecrated a King, and a Prieſt; a royal 
prieſthood to Gor *, when admitted into the Chri- 
ſtian Church. Now the divinely-appointed Rite 
of Conſecration to theſe Offices, was Untition, or 
Pov R x, ow them the facred Oyl. But the 
Bar TISMH of Chriſtians, is their Jnauguration in- 
to theſe Offices; and the Hor. y-GnrosT, repre- 
ſented by the er wers Water, is expreſsly called 
the Union or Aointing +, by which we are con- 
ſecrated to them. Now Baptiſm by Afufton, is 
a ſignificant and lively Emblem of this Unfia 
or Conſecration ; whereas, in the mode of Immer- 
fon, this part of the alluſion is entirely loft, 

Ao AI. Was not the baptiſmal Water deſign- 
ed to ſignify and repreſent, that purging 2 


. 1 Pet. ii. 9. Rev. v. 10. 
+ I Tobn ii, 20, 27» 


16 Dipping, not the only ſcriptural. 
evil Conſcience z, that cleanſing or Purification ; which 
we obtain by zhe. Blood of CHrisT? But, are 
we ever ſpoken of in Scripture as overwhelmed 
with, or dipt into, that Blood of the Son of Gop ? 
Is it not, on the contrary, always repreſented as 
ſprinkled upon us ? 
 FinaLLy, The Circumſtances or State of thoſe 

in the Art®, is ſaid to be a Figure, or Reſemblance, 
of Chriſtian Baptiſm; but they were not dipt into 
the Water and taken up again; as it is contended 
baptized Perſons ought to be; but only had Wa- 
ter poured down upon them. | 

From theſe Obſervations on the Senſe of the 
Word, Baz] io baptixe, in the New Teſtament ; 
Me proceed to it's Uſe in the greek Verſion of the 
eld, and in the Apocrypha. And here it is found 
but in the four following places. ; * 

Ecet us. xxxiv. 26. The Perſon who was pu- 
rified after the touch of a dead Body, is called 
cane, one baptized. Now the Ceremony of 
bis Purification conſiſted chiefly, if not entire, in G 
'SPRINKL1NG Vater upon him, See Numb. xix. 
18. Aud à clean Perſon ſhall take Hyſſp and dip it 
in the Water, and SPRINKLE IT upon the Tent, and 
upon him that touched a Bone, &c. And this Wa- 
ter which was to be ſprinkled, is emphatically ; 
and expreſsly called the Water of Separation, and | 
a Purification for Sin, Verſe 9g. There is mention 
indeed Verſe 19. of waſhing his Cloaths and bathing < 
himſelf in Water. But this may, poſſibly, be un- | 
derſtood not of the ſprinkled, but of the SprRINK- | 
LER 3 Who, it is plain from Verſe 21, contracted | if 
a defilement from his ſprinkling, and even touching 2 
the water of Separation; But as for the Perſon 
ſprinkled, from Verſe 12, it ſeems to follow _ 

tne 


® 1 Pet. iii, 21, 


and primitive manner of Baptizing. 17 


the mere Sprinkling the Water on him, the third 
and. the ſeventh Days, was all requiſite to his cleanſ- 
ing. But ſuppoſing that he was alſo obliged to 
bathe bis Hab; it is moſt evident that this Bathing 
was not that Application of Water in which the Ce- 
remony of his Cleanſing chiefly conſiſted, nor on which 
his Purification is made to depend, but ;heSpRINK- 
LING it upon him. This fully appears from Verſes 
13, 20. where the Perſon, who had neg/zed this 
ceremonial Purification, is threatened to be cut off. 
For what? For not having bathed-his Body? No- 
thing like it. No, but in each diſtinct chreaten- 
ing, 4s Guilt is expreſsly made to conſiſt, in his 
nor having the water of Puriſication SPR1NKLED 
uon bim. And the Apoſile, it is obſeryable, ſpeak- 
| ing of this very ſame Purification, makes the effica- 
cy of the Ceremony to conſiſt entirely in the 
SPRINKLING 3. without the leaſt mention of tbe 
Bathing, For if the Blood of Bulls and of Goats, and 
the Aſhes of @ Heifer, (with which this Water of 
Purification was made) SPRINKLING the unclean, 
ſanttifieth to the purifying of the Fleſh, bow much 
more, &c . But the Perſon bus purified is here 
called BI Che- ONE BAPTIZED. _ _. 
Ix Judith xii. 7. It is ſaid—Sbe went out, in the 
Night, into the Valley of Bethulia and waſhed »; «Car- 
and WAS BAPTIZED, itt a Fountain of Water, 
by the Camp. Did ſhe dip ber whole Body in this 
Fountain of Water? Yes, ſome earneſtly con- 


end, But utterly without Reaſon, and againſt 
all Probability. For as there appears to have 
been but this fngle Fountain in the valley of Beibu- 
lia ; at, cloſe by, or around which (er zue une 
Verſe 3.) an Army of above two hundred tbuuſand 
Soldiers lay incamped, 5 is the height of abſurdi- 

ty 
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18 * Dipping, not the only ſcriptural © 
ty to imagine that Judith; in the Night, could 
with any Convenience or Modefty unclothe her 
ſelf and plunge her whole Body therein: Or, if 
the could; chat the Soldiers would have ſuffered 
it; in a Country, where Water was both ſo much 
needed and fo ſcarce z and fo prodigious an Ar- 
my, wich it's infinite Multitude of Attendants and 
Cattle, were to be continually ſupplied from it. 
When therefore it is ſaid, ſhe ere e Th ra 
Ketac e en rnf mngus 7x dd] tus baptized in the 
Camp, at the Fountain $1967 ho is the exact 
rendering) it may be left to any one to judge 
W Wan ſhe was ap e r had Ny oY : 
ter applied only to'a Part of ber Body. This, then, 
muſt be accounted another very clear and imeom © 
Teſtable TInfiance,” where a. Perſon is faid 10 be bap- 
Med, without being overwhelmed. — © 


Haran xxi. 4. It is ſaid, „ Avon jt CDi 
Tniquity baptizes me. This Paſſage is confeſſedly an 
Error of be ſeteniy. But it ſeems to allude to a 
Form of ſpeaking exceeding common intheScrip- | 
tures, where Gop is repreſented as \Pourthy "out | 
His Fury or Wrath, upo . — So Fer. 
xiv. 16. J will ro their Witkedneſs upon them. 
and Rev. vi. 2. The Vengeance Heaven | 
executes upon Kingdoms and Nations is repre- 
ſented as PouRED ouT from a Vial, or Cup. Now, 


| the penal effects of Sin being thus uſually repre- 


Yented as poured aut upon Men ; it is a beautiful and 
eaſy Figure to ſpeak of Inipity as POURING 
—_—_—. 7” | *. 
Tur only remaining Paſſage is, 2 Kings v. 14. 
"Then went be, (Naaman) down and dip: bimſe © 
arlicare wathed or baptized himſelf) ſeven times, 
Lond 26-4464 3) 12 1 A * 25 . m 
Note, It is not ec m which might be rendered is 
the Fountain; but tri rng TWyns at the Fountain. «+ © 


and primitive manner of Baptizing. 19. 
in Jordan, according to the jaying of the man of Gon, 
This is the only Place, in the whole Bible, where 
canis is rendered 1% dip; nor is it all neceſſary 
that it be ſo rendered here. Naamen, it is plain, 
expected that the Prophet ſhould have come and 
rote bis Hand over THE PLace, and recove- 
red the Leper. See Verſe 11. Inſtead of this, 
he bids him — Go, and waſh in Jordan Stven 
TimMzs. Herſe 10, Then went be down (i. e. ei- 
ther from his Chariot, or from Samaria to the 
River Jordan) and ca, waſhed ſeven Times, 
according to the Saying—It is now enquired— Whe- 
ther he plunged himſelf all over ſeven times ? Or, 
whether he only ſprinkled or poured Water ſeven 
Times upon the /eprous Place ?—Thereis not hing 
in the Expreſſion, (by which the Command is given,) 
= ava waſh, to determine it; for this may be alike 
= underſtood either of a ſotal, or a partial, waſh- 
ing; but there isa remarkable Circumſance which 
ſeems to give it ſtrongly for the latter: Which is 
this. The Prophet, in commanding him to 
waſh SEVEN Times, alludes, no doubt, to the 
Manner of cleanſing the Leper appointed by the 

' Fewiſh Law. Now there were two ways of ap- 
plying Water to /be Zeper's Body, injoined by 
that Lam; both alike commanded, and neceſſary 
to his Cleanſing, viz. Bathing, and Sprinkling : 
The former, Bathing, to be uſed but once; the 
latter, Sprintling, to be done Seven Times. See 
' Levit. xiv. 7, 8. When, therefore, the Prophet 
bids him aſb SEVEN Times, it is much more 
natural to underſtand it of Sprinkling, or Pouring 
Water, Seven Timts upon the leprous Part (over 
which he expected the Prophet ſhould have 

Rroked bis Hand) than of Dipping his whole Body 

SevENn TiMEs; of which kind of ng there 
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20 Dipping, not the only ſcriptural- 

is not the leaſt Foptſtep nor Shadow in the Law— 
So the blind Man is commanded, Jahn ix. 7. 
Go waſh in the Pool of Siloam. When not his 
whole Body, doubtleſs, but only bis Eyes, be- 
ſmeared with Clay, were to be waſhed. 

Tu vs have we conſidered the Scripture Senſe 
of the word Carlo to baptize; and have, it is 
preſumed, fully proved it'to be uſed when the 
Act of Pouring, of Sprinkling, not Dipping is in- 
rended — Amongſt a Multitude of Authorities 
which might be produced from aber Writers, 
in confirmation of the ſame, I ſhall only beg 
leave to mention one from Origen ®, He is 
ſpeaking of Fobn's Baptiſm; and conſidering 
him as the Elias, he ſays — << How came you 
to think that Elias when he ſhould come would 
& baptize, who did not, in Abab's time, baptize 
« the Wood upon the Altar, but orders the Prieſts 
«© to do that; not only once, but ſays do it a 
t ſecondTime,and they did it the ſecond Time--- 
« He therefore who did not himſelf baptize then, 
& but aſſigned the Work to others, c.“ Now 
the An which Origen here calls Baptizing, and 
which Elias ordered the Prieſts to perform, was 
not Dipping the Wood into Water, but Pouk- 
inc Water on it. See 1 Kings xvili. 33. Fill four 
Barrels of Water, and voux 1T—on the Mood. 

Tat Force of the Word card having been 
thus carefully examined, it may, in the opinion 
of ſome, at leaſt, throw ſome Light on this En- 
quiry, to obſerve—That as Water- Baptiſm is 
confeſſedly but a figurative Thing; ſo the Scrip- 
tures frequently ſpeak of Gop's giving or im- 
parting to us thoſe very ſpiritual Bleſſmgs, which 
the Water in chriſtian Baptiſm was deſigned 10 

a7 IE FIC TWIT re- 
* Comment. in Joan. p. 116. D. | 


and primitive manner of Baptizing. 21 
repreſent as given or * — under the Figure 
of SPRINKLING- or Pouki xo. Thus, when 
David prays — Purge me with Hyſſop * (alluding 
to the Rite of SPRINKLING with Hyſſop) and 1ſball 
be clean. He means the very ſame Thing, vi. 
Pardon, or Juſtification, which is ſignified by the 
baptiſmal Water, correſponding to which are the 
words of Ananias, Afs xxii. 16. Ariſe, and be 
baptized, and waſh away thy Sins, When Ezekiel + 
ſpeaks of Gop's gathering the Jeus from a- 
mong the Heathen, purging them from their 


2 Uncleannefs, and forming them into a Church, 


or peculiar People under his Protection (the very 
Things which are intended to be repreſented by 
= Chriſtian Baptiſm) what Figure does he uſe? I will 
SPRINKLE clean Water upon them, and they ſhall 
be clean. So when Jaiab deſcribes the Bleſſings 
of the Mzess1Aan's Kingdom, or of the Chriſtian 
Diſpen/ation (when the Bleſſing of Abraham, even 
the Promiſe of the Spix ir, was to come upon the 
Nations t) he does it under the ſame Figure—He 
ſhall SprxiNKLE many Nations |, And, I will 
pour WATER upon bim that is thirfly, and floods 
upon the dry Ground; I will pour MY SIR IT 
upon thy Seed, and my Bleſſmg upon thine Offspring F. 
Now from theſe, and other like Paſſages, it may 
be fairly argued thus—Foraſmuch as the Water 
in Chriſtian Baptiſm applied to the Body, is con- 
feſſedly but an emblematical or figurative Thing, 
and was intended to repreſent ſome ſpiritual Bleſ- 
Jing to be imparted to the Soul; and foraſmuch 
as this ſpiritual Bleſſing, which is intended to be 
repreſented by it, is in the old Teſtament often ſpo- 
ken of, as to be given when the ac ſhould take 

place, 


Eſal. i. 7. Þ+ Exel. xooxvi. 25. 1 Gal. iii. 14. || Jai. 
li, 15. 5 xliv. 3. 


22 Dipping, nat the only ſeriptural 
place, under the Emblem of Mater ſprinkled or 
poured out; it follows, that if the Ward Cam1:(o 
to baptize will at all admit of this Senſe, then it is 
perfectly agreeable to the Analogy of Seripture to 

- adminiſter the baptiſmal Water by Sprink/ing or 
Pouring. | - 

IT further ſtrengthens this Argument to ob- 
ferve—That theſe very ſpiritual Bleſſmgs, of which 
the baptiſmal Water was the appointed Emblem or 
Figure, are in the New Teflament alſo ſpoken of 
as atiually imparied to us under the Figure of 


our Hearts SPRINKLED from an evil Conſcience * © 
or a conſciouſneſs of Guilt. To be come to the © 
Blood of SpRIVXKII NO . To be choſen through 2: 
Santiification of the Spirit, and SPpRINKLING of | 
the Blood of Jezus t. And to have an Uniion, © 
or Anointing, from the Holy One , poured on us 
Now what, I aſk, is meant by all theſe emble- 
matical and figurative Expreſſions? Is it not 
Remiſſion, Juſtification, or the Holy-Spirit : the very © 
Things which tbe Water, in this chtiſtian Cere- | 
mony, was intended to bean E of ? 
Bu ⁊ it is objected ] ohn was baptizing in Anon 
BECAUSE ſbere was much Water there. Does 
not this very clearly and certainly imply that he 
baptized the Multitudes by Dipping ? I apprehend, | 
not at all, For there were other neceſſary and | 
important Uſes for“ r. vida many Waters be- 
fides Dipping the Multitudes; other weighty and 
juſt Cauſes why . Fobn ſhould chuſe this wwell-wa- 2 
tered and fruitful Country for the ſcene of his Mi- 
niſtrations; and not that dert and beyren Region, | 
| where 


® Heb, x. 22. Þ xii. 24. f 1 Pet. i. 2. | 1 John, ii. 
20, 27. J John iii. 3. % dale many Riva: | 
watered Country. | 


Sprinkling or Pouring. Thus, we are faid to bave A 
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Water applied both s to the human Body, 


and primitive manner of Baptizing. 23 
where he before ſojourned; that dry and thirfly 
Land (as the P/almiſt calls it) where no Water is. 
Let it be conſidered How valuable and ſcarce 
Water was in thoſe Parts How bot the Climate 
— How. numerous the crouds which flocked to 
Fobm's Baptiſm— From how diflant Parts they 
came—How long they tarried to hear his Doctrine 
and Inſtructions ; for the mere act of Bapiizing 
was the leaſt part of Jabn's Miſſion and of the 
People's End in flocking to him Let theſe be 
conſidered, and there will appear ſundry good 
Reaſons for his chuſing this well watered and fruit- 
ful Country for the place of bis Preaching, with- 
out any regard had to the convenience of Dip- 
ping, That Tr1s therefore was the Reaſon of his 
making this Choice, does by no means appear. 
So 2 Chron. xxxii. 4. They ſtopped all the Foun- 
tains and Brooks —Saying, why ſhould the Kings of 
Aſſyria come and find u ο WATER For what? 
Why, to drink and refreſh their Army. | 

Ax here it cannot be improper to aſk— If 
theſe multitudes were all dipt; How was it done? 
Were they naked? This Modeſty forbids. Had 
they all Change of Raiment, to undreſs, and 
put on dry Apparel, when they came out of 
the Water? "This the Vaſtneſs of the Multi- 
tudes, the Openneſs of the Country, and the 
great Diſtance whence they came, will not eaſily 


admit. And that they ſtood in their . Gar- 


ments, and hearkened to John's Doctrine; or 
travelled in them many Miles to their Homes, 
ſeems equally ĩmprobable. I pretend to no Cer- 
tainty that Jahn did not dip at all. But, as he 
had ſeen, by the expreſs Appointment of God, 


for 
* P/al. Ixiii. 1. 


24 Dipping, not the only ſeriptural 
for ceremonial Purification, viz, by Sprinkling and 
Dipping; and both theſe are by the Sy1R1T, which 
ſent him to baptize, actually called Baptiſms, it is 
poſſible, he might uſe botb ways of Adminiſtra- 
tion,” according as the circumſtances -of Time, 
Place, and Perſons required *. | 
| So 


It ſeems an Obſervation of ſome Weight in this De- 
bate —— That as Water was uſed by divine Appointment 
under the Fea; Law in a figurative and ſacramental Man- 
ner, or as an Emblem of moral Purity ; and the Chriſtian 
Ceremony of BaPT1ZING is, undoubtedly, adopted from this 
Uſage under the Lau fo the only Way, in which one Perſon 
(the Prieſi) was ever directed or known to uſe it upon a no- 
AER, for this /ymbolical or ſacramental Purpoſe, was by 
Sprinkling or Pouring it on, x EVER by Dipping him into it. 

There were diver/e Baptiſms under the Law: Heh. ix. 10. 
Theſe Bapti/ms were generally performed by the Prieft ; 
but the Prieſt amongſt the varie Rites he is directed to uſe, 
to /anFify and cleanſe a Perſon, and receive him into the 
Church, is never once directed to dip or plunge him in Water, 
but only to ſprinkle or pour it upon him. 

The Prieſt's PLUxG1NG a Perſon, in order to his Separa- 
tion or Cleanſing, is a Ceremony quite frange, and abſolutely 
xnheard of through all the ſacred Records, Perſons were, in- 
deed, on ſome Occaſions, directed to plunge or bathe them 
ſelves ; But that one Man ſhould take another, and plunge 
him under Water, is a Thing utterly unzcommanded, anprece- 
dented, and unknown, throughout the whole Conſtitution 
and Hiſtory of the 7 exvi/s Church. It may, therefore, ſtrong- 
ly be preſumed, not to have been the Practice either of Taba 
or of Jeſus Chrift when the Chriſtian was ſet up. 

For Fohn being of the prieſtly Race ; and beginning his 
miniſtrations agreeable to their Law, at thirty years old ; and 
uſing, like them, an Application of Mater to the Body as 


an Emblem of moral Purity: it is left to any impartial judg- 
ment Whether he is, moſt ' rationally, bee have 
plunged Men under Water (a Thing unpractiſed amongſt 
them) Or, whether he only ſprintled or poured Water on 
them, (a Rite divine inſtituted, and every Day familiarly 
practiſed in that Church.) WO 1 
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Sd) chat the Y. + and his while Pamily ; who + 
were all tavgtit, converted and baptized about Mid. 
night without any previous Thought of, or Prepara- 
tion for this Ceremony; had it done by Dipfing- 

| As, likewiſe,” that Saul afterwards ' $7. Paul, havin 
neither eaten not drank f for bret Days before; 40d 
ö being greatly enfeebled; by the mighty Shock which 
he received from the Von in the Way, as well as 
| by the great Remorſe with which he reviewed, and 
| repented of, his Crimes; and it being now alſo 
in che Deyrb of Winter F ; as the learned have ſup- 
pofed ; that; in this weakly and feeble State, I ſay, be 
aroſe an was baptized, by being totally pur under 
Warr —And finatly, that the Ihrer thouſand - alſo, 
do were converted at Jerufalemy and baptized in 
ene Day, were all overwhelmed — feertis, to ſay the 
F leaſt, to have ſcarce an Air of Probability. * 
Nox will the Circumſtanet of Philip and the 
Zunucb going down (en] un To f the Water ; an 
coming up (ie) FROM it , with an) v_ 

prove, that he there dipt him. For as waters Tt 
in the Valleys, they might go down from the Chariot 
& be, or unto, the Rivule (for Geographers fn 


f 
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If it be faid — But that Queſtion of the Je 
* Why baptixeſt thou, if thou art not that Prophet ?” impli 
there was ſomething mew and anprecedented in Fohn's Baptifm, 
| The anſwer is obvious. '' 1. That it could not be his mere g 
| the ceremony of Baprtizing which occafioned this enquiry, becauſe 

it was, confeſſedly, a Ceremony perfectly well-known and familiar 
amongſt them. But, 2. It was his ufing this Ceremony — 
the Iaclites or Feiſs Nation ; who looked upon themſelves 
as a People already nol v, and in Covenant with GOD; and 
therefore not to need this Ceremony of cleanſing or ſeparation, - 
under-which the Genti/es were wont to paſs, when received into 

. 12 


3. | 1 ix, 9, 18. $ About the 25th"of 
Particles 0 thus rendered 
one I bandred; che other above & 
hundred times in the new Teſtament. 0 28 


0 8 
- 26 _ Dipping, not the only ſcriptural 
but little fireams' there) and Philip.baptize, by Pouring 
Water on him; and from thence go up to the Chariot 
- again, in the moſt perfect Conſiſtence with this ac- 
count of the Matter. r iÞ 1 
.... So, when the People of Judea are ſaid to be 
{baptized of Fobn & 74 lend am in the River Jordan: 
And, that Jzsus, when baptized, came up out of 
e v ud ald · rROM-the Water; It will by no means 
hence follow, that they were totally plunged under it. 
For, it being the cuſtom of thoſe Countries to 
wear Sandals only on their naked Fees; and the waſh- 
ing be being, amongſt them, a very familiar and 
Aeligbiſul Thing; the going down into the Water, 
to have it peured upon their Heads, is quite na- 
* tural and likely, So that the arguments drawn 
hence alſo in Favour of Over-whelming will in no 
wile conghyde 31-41 ft) i os het ot 2: 1 Bf 
Bur the chief, Argument for Inmerfon is taken 
from Nom. vi. 4. and Colof, ii. 12. Where it is 
ſaid 4bas; we are burigd with Ca ir by Baptiſm into 
Death ; and buried with bim by Baptiſm. 
Now, here, let it be conſidered. 1. That the 
weight of the Argument reſls entirely upon the 
Suppoſition, that the Apoſtle: in theſe Paſſages al- 
ludes to tbe Mop of chriſtian Baptiſm z which 
1 6 0 Sie . 07 20 | „ can 
yy Note, The layingany- Weight on it's being ſaid— were bap- 
tized in Tordan + {bews extreme ignorance of the Original. 
For, 1. The Word [te] here tranſlated in] is in no leſs a 
hundred and fifty places of the new Teſtament (a learned Gentle- 
man ; hath. obſerved) rendered ¶ a] And had it thus been 
rendered here baptized with Jordan meaning, Wir n 
the Water) of that Riuer 3 it would have been a Form of Speak- 
ing. neither more figwrative nor improper, than is familiar | 
bach 5 Ceripturt and in common Life... But, to lay no Streſs 
on 18. 
The Word Ca] is more than a hundred. Times in the new 
Teſtament rendered Cat] and dv 7 led ary may molt juſtly. be 
rendered aT tbe River: Jordan; And ſo, the whole ſtrength 
— the. Argument, from Jobn's baptizing 1 Jordan, evaporates 
once. 1029132235 wha cher 121913 hive 1 
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can with no Certainty be proved. For, 2. The 
Apoſtle in both Places may be juſtly underſtood as 
ſpeaking, not concerning the externa! and ceremo- 
nia! Part of chriſtian Baptiſm, but concerning the 
internal and moral Part; not concerning the App. 
cation of WATER, which has no Power 10 kill, or 
deſtroy, the Body of Sin; but concerning the rege- 
merating Influences f the Sp1R1T ; by which SPIRIT 
he Scriptures often ſpeak of Chriſtians as baptized z 
and by the Influences of which SpirIT, (or in 
Conſequence of their Baptiſm by which) alone it is, 
hat 4 as are ſaid to be dead. Dead with Chriſt 7. 
Dead to Sint, Now as this Sp1r1T only has power 
=o kill, or deſtroy, be od Man, (to uſe the Apoſtle's 
4 . Phraſe) and to make us dead with Chriſt, and dead 
Wo Sin; And as we are very frequently repreſented 
3 baptized with this SpIRIT ; It is perfectly natu- 
al to underſtand the Apoſtle as ſpeaking of theſe 
nernal and moral influences of the Spixir, when 
e tells Chriſtians — that they were buried with 
HRIST by Baptiſm into Death, &c. And it is 
urther obſervable — That we are, in this Diſ- 
ourſe of the Apoſtle, as. much ſaid to be crucified 
ind circumciſed by, or with, CHrIsT, as we are to 
be buried with bim: And Baptiſm is as expreſsly 
iled the Circumciſion of Chriſt, or the chriſtian Cir» 
umciſion, as a Burial with Chriſt, Why, then, 
uſt we not in adminiſtering iis Ceremony, | ſeek 
or ſome ville alluſion to the one, as well as to the 


* 
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other figurative expreſſions, as to this ſingle one of 
being buried: And. that Perſons 4 


| nc ro! ſhould be 
fiened with the Croſs, to ſignify, that their old Man 
it crucified ; as that they ſhould be put under Mater 
to ſignify their being buried with Chriſt “. 

BUT 3, Were it abſolutely certain, which it by 
no means is, that the Apoſtle doth here allude to 
te Mode of chriſtian Baptiſm; All that will follow 
is—That Immer/ion was the moſt usual, but not 
that it was the ov uV Way of adminiſtering this Rite; 
and this at Calaſs and at Rome only, and the war- 
mer regions of the World: But t that it was 1 


I beg leave here to ſubjoin the Note of a very learned and 
ingenious writer on this Paſſage—— Colo. ii. 12. Buried with © 
| him in Baptiſm-—— The Apoſtie frequently ſpeaks of Chriſtians 
es being very cloſely united to Chriſt, as members of his Body, and 
parts of his Perfon. Eph. i. 23. v. 30. Conſequently, whatever | 
was done to Chrift, was, as it were, at the ſame Time done to them. 
When He vas crucified ; his Members were crucified, Gal. ii. 20. 
When Cu <uas quickened; They were guickened together vith © 
Him, Eph. ii. 5, Becauſe He lives, they ſhall live ahb. Fohn © 
Xiv..19., When CurisT was raiſed ; they were raiſed. | 
5. ii. 6. And when He aſcended and ſat down in Heaven, 
A5 fat down with him there. ibid. Now, in the ſame Sen/e, it 
is true, that Chriftians were. buried with Chrift (i. e. when 
Cxx1sT was buried, they, as Members and Parts of him, were 
burieg with him) & Call either in Bapri/m, or by means 
J Baptiſm. It we chuſe the former Rendering, the Meaning 
mult be That at the Time of our being baptized, we were | 
united to Chrift ; and conſequently then looked upon as having 
been: buried with bim. If we prefer the latter Rendering, via. 
By means of Baptiſm (which ſeems beſt, becauſe in the parallel 
Plage, Ram. vi. 4. the Apoſtle uſes ya). then the , Senſe will | 
be—It is by means of Bapti ſin that we are united to CRI, 
and ſo muſt be conſidered as having bein buried, when he was 
buried; Which pr 2 e, we may be allowed to | 
, by. An , the ſame cur; being * 4, guic- 
427 yn py with Cn FI: which alſo e by 
means of our Bapti/m, and at the Time of our being aptixed. 
- As then, there can be no Reference to a Ng daf, in 
our being cracified. and quickened, by . So, there, is no 
e to ſuppoſe any Reference ta; a 
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and primitive manner of Baptizing. 29. 
myſt . uſual, much leſs the oxy V, in all other 
the moſt northern and coldeſt Climates of the Earth. 
But, if it was not the onLY Foy; not only there, 
but throughout the whole chriſtian World; no argu- 
ment — 12M be drawp, that Baptiſm muſt a. 

ways be adminiſtered in this Manner. | 
FinALLY, ſhould it be granted, that theſe -e 
Texts (Rom. vi. 4. and Coloſ. li. 12.) favour the mode 
of Dipping : It muſt certainly be alſo allowed, that 
the ſeveral Texts, above cited, do equally fayour 
Sprinkling, or Pouring, in ay, — So that the 
matter may admit of an eaſy Compromiſe, by * 

ſing— That as this chriſtian Ceremony undoubted 

ad it's Origin, and was borrowed, from the jews 


U; and as Perſons and Things were purified, or 


ſet apart, under that Law, ſometimes by Dipping, 
and ſometimes by Sprinkling ; So the Apoſtles per- 
formed this ceremonial Purification in the chriſtian 
Church, ſometimes in one Form, and ſometimes in 
the ather ; as the Circumſtances of Time, Place, 
Perſops—required, | 
LzT us now briefly review, and ſum up the 
evidence upon the Point in Debate That the word 
Bani to baptize does not neceſſarily, nor conſtant- 
ly, ſignify % dip ; but is very frequently, if not 
generally, uſed in ſacred Writ in a more large and 
extenſive Senſe; and ſignifies an application of Wa- 


ter by Sprinkling or Pouring, has been evidently. 


fhewn ; and the whole learned World, (an Anti- 


b or two, perhaps, excepted) readily ac- 
nowlege *— We have allo ſeen— That there were, 
under the Fewiſp Law, DI TZ XY Ways of ap- 
Pfing Water tor ceremonial Purification, whichare 
expreſsly called DIFFERENT Baptiſms : Dipping,. 
therefore, in the Scripture Judgment. is not the 
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ONLY way of Baptizing—That our Lord is faid 
not to have been baptized before Dinner; and that 
all the Fews when they came from Market eat not, 
except they are baptized; when not a Plunging the 
whole Body is meant, but only waſhing the Hands — 
That the Apoſtle actually fays, the Fewriſh Fathers 
were all BAPTIZED IN THE SEA; When the Fact 
is inconteſtable that they were not overwhelmed, or 
covered, with the Sea; but only ſprinkled with it's 
Spray—That John ſays of CarrsT that he fbould 
BAPTIZE the Diſciples with the HoLy-GnosT and 
with FIRE ;] which BayT1ZING em was perform- 
ed, not by their being overwhelmed, or immerſed, in 
the Holy Ghoſt and in Fire; but by it's being pour- 
ed out, and Refiing on them—In the greek verſion 
of the Apocrypha we have ſeen a Perſon ſtiled, 
BN ehe, one baptized ; when the principal Part, 
if not the whole Ceremony, of his cleanſing, conſiſt. 
ed in ſprinkling Water on him—That Judith is ſaid 
10 have baptized ber ſelf , when the Circumſtances of 
the Story will, by no means, ſuffer us to imagine, 
that ſhe dipped ber ſelf wholly, but only waſhed ber 
elf in Par. That in Origen, the Priefls at Elijab's 
command are ſaid to baptize the Yood upon the Al- 
tar, when they only poured Water on i.— We have 
ſeen. farther : That from ſeveral Circumſtances at- 
tending thoſe” who were baptized ; viz. the vaſt 
Multitudes of both Sexes, baptized by Fobn iff the 
open” Country, far diſtant from their Habitations ; 
Paul, under extreme Weakneſs and after ſeveral 
days Faſting ; the Jqhlor and his Family, at mid- 


night, and in their own Houſe, immediately up- | 


on their ſudden converſion ; and the ſeveral Thou- 
ſands in one Day, by the Apoſtles at Jeruſalem; it 
ſeems highly improbable that they were all 2 
planen. Finally, That viewing the matter with the 
Eye of impartial Rx as0N, pouring Water on the 
Body, as cffectually, and fully anſwers 1255 


and primitive manner of Baptizing. 31 
al Ends of Baptiſm, as Dipping into it; Yea, is 
much more ſignificative of one principal Wing in- 
'rended to be repreſented or ſignified by this chri- 
ian Rite, namely, the Giving us the Hol v Se1r1T, 
that Union from above, which is poured down upon 
Tus Things being conſidered, it ſeems not 
a little ſtrange, that ſome, who profeſs to think 
freely in Religion, lay ſo great a ſtreſs upon Bap- 
tiſm by Dipping only—That they make it to enter 
into the very EssExcE of cbriſtian Baptiſm — That 
they think it juſtifiable to break off from the Church- 
es of their Fellow-Chriſtians partly on this account--- 
And can, without a ſmile, hear the few Brethren of 
that way ſpeaking of themſelves as the onLy Ba'e- 
Iz RD CarisTIANns; and looking upon the 
whole chriftian World, beſides themſelves, as to the 
matter of chriſtian Bapliſm, as being much upon a 
level with Hottentots and Pagans. . 
Bur ſuch conſider not, with due attention, the 
conſequences of their Opinion; nor obſerve, how 
this Preciſeneſs as to ritual Matters naturally genders 
Strife, and miniſters Occaſion to endleſs, contemp- 
tible, and fooliſh Debates. For if Overwhelming the 
Perſon be of the Ess x xc of chriſtian Baptiſm, hence 
obviouſly ſprings a Doubt — What if the Perſon,” 
when laying beneath the Water, ſhould lift up a 
Hand, ſo as to be not quite covered with the Ele- 
ment; Is the Perſon, nevertheleſs, zruly baptized ? Or, 
ſuppoſe in the great Hurry which ſuch an Opera- 
tion may occaſion, both zhe Hands, or even the Arms, 
ſhould be ſo incautiouſly extended as not to be over- 
whelmed; I aſk, is that Baptiſm good? Or again, If 
through the Bulk of tbe baptized, and the Weakneſs 
of the Baptizer, ſome part even of tbe Face or Head 
ſhould” be uncovered ; What is to be pronounced 
concerning ſuch a Baptiſm ? Is it valid, or not 
Soppoſe, the Perſon whoſe Handi, or part of whole 
2 % Mas n 
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32 Dipping, not the only ſefiftural 
Fate, was not quite overtobelmed, ſhould be deſired 
by the Adminiltrator to ſubmit to a /econd Dipping, 
becauſe the frf being not ToT AL, he thinks not to 
be S̃urricizNr; and either Himſelf, or ſome at- 
tending Friends, ſhould ſteadily refuſe ; alleging, 
the Defect to be not material; and that the Bap- 
tiſm was valid Would there not hence ariſe a ve 
important Debate; perhaps, an actual Separation, or 
Kent in that Church? Some inſiſting, that the Per- 
Jon be received to full Communion, as a zruly Bap- 
tized Brotber: Others ſtrenuouſly oppoſing, and r 
fuſing Communion with him as not being baptize 
becauſe not TOTALLY overwhelmed, — H, 
to the Edification and Honour of the chriſtian © 


ow much 


World would ſuch a Conteſt appear! What matter | 
of. Ridicale would it furniſh'to Unbelevers! And how fe 
naturally draw Contempt; not upon Baptiſm only, 


as a ſolemn Trifle z but upon Chriſtianity it ſelf, as © 
miniſtering Occaſion. to ſuch frivolous Debates ! And 
et, really, to this Iſſue, does the making Immer- 


ESSENTIAL to Chriſtian Baptiſm, naturally and | 


directly tend. If it does not, in Fals, gender ſuch 1 
Debates; it is becauſe thoſe, who avow the Princi- 
ple, do not follow it into all it*s. Conſequences, nor 
wa adbere to it in every Emergence of this kind. 


he Greek. Chriſtians, who dip their Infants, bold i; 


neceſſary that EVZ AY PART of the Child be dipped. 
And ſo the Fews of old held. That if a Man 


« be baptized all over, ſaving the Tip of his 7i///: 


« Finger ; or if Clay, or any the like Thing, cleave .} 
«> to the Fleſh of Man, and keep it from the Wa- 
«ter, it is unclean (till as it was, and the Baptizing 
4 profiteth nothing.” — = | 
And, if waſhing the whole Body be of ſuch Ma. 
ment in ac n Nepal as our Brethren epre- 
ſent z They ought, ſurelyr to conſider, that the 

Dipping a clobed Body ſeems not a ſtrictly juſt or 


| *" Yee Ainſworth on Levit. xv. 11. 


aud primitive manner of Baptizing, 33 
adequate Performance of it. The Bathings of the 
Jewiſh Law were, doubtleſs, of the naked Body. 
And it is an inconteſtable Fact that in the primitive 
Times, (thoſe of Cbryſaſtom, and the Ages after) 
Such as were baptized by Dipping, were naked when 
baptized *— 
or ought it to be overlooked ; that, upon this 
Scheme of our Brethren, there are two Parts of 
the character of an able Minifter of the New Teſta- 
ent, which St. Paul, in his Epiſtles both to Time- 
tby and Titus, entirely omits : Yea, which neither 
W7imſelf, nor his beloved Timothy, ſeem to have pol- 
Wefſed; viz, Hardineſs of Conflitution, and bogily 
Pirengib. Without a good degree of theſe, in a va- 
iety of Caſes which muſt frequently occur, it will 
De raſh and highly criminal for a chriſtian Mini- 
Fer to give this ſacred Rite of Religion to ſome of 
he moſt worthy and capable Subjects: Inaſmuch, 
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1s 8s he cannot do it without apparent Hazard, not 
d muy co his own Life, but to that alſo of the 
F aptized. 2 
d Beſides, after all the ceremonial Zeal and Hal- 
h Pen all Righteouſneſs, which is pretended in this 
- 1 ont 3 The Perſon dipt, in Truth and real Fact, is 
dr ot baptized by Him that undertakes to perform that. 


d. mice on him; but, in great Part, if not principal- 
it . baptizes himſelf — 

d. Such Matter of endleſs Doubts, and unprofitable 
an Piſputes, does a circumſtantial exactneſs as to their 
le Pere rite of Religion gender —But, we have not jo 


ve. Ned CAST. We proceed 
a- 5 | 
bg 
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re- Vid. Vaters Doctrine of 8 Ch. xv. F 15. Vetus de 
he tis. Diſp. 1. The/. 6. See alſo a fad accident which befell a 


mpany of Women in theſe Circumſtances, in the great Church 
( Conflantinople. Bawer's Hiſt. Popes Vol. ii. 


34 Dipping, not the only ſcriptural 
+» SECTION I. 


Should Immerſion be allowed to have been the 
only antient, apoſtolic and ſcriptural Mode 
of Baptizing ; yet a ftrie# Adherence to it 
is not obligetory on us: But this Circumſtance 
may very lawfully and fitly be exchanged, for 
that. of Sprinkling or Pouring. 


O be ſatisfied of this, we need but conſider — 
What is the true Spirit and Deſign of Cu R1s- 

TIANITY : which the Apoſtle calls, a Law of Liber- 
fy: James i. 25, That a great part of it's Intention 
was, to take off Men's Regard from Things ritual, 
and ceremonial. It is a Doctrine according to Godlineſs ; © 
_ a ſpiritual, exalted, heavenly Scheme of Worſhip ; © 
in which the FaTHER ſeeks ſuch to worſhip. bim, as 
will do it in Spirit and in Truth*, It expreſgly de- 
clares that the Kingdom of Gop r, (or the State of 
Religion under the Mgss1 an) is not Meat and Drink; 
i. e. ſtands not in Things ceremonial and ritual; 
but in Righteouſneſs, Peace and Foy in the Holy Gbeſt; 
And, He that in THtsE ſerveth CHRIST, is accep- 
table to Gor, and approved of Men. And, in CHRIST 
Jzsvs, (or under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation) neither 
Circumciſion availeth any Thing, nor Uncircumcifion, but 
a new Creature f. To imagine, therefore, that our | 
Lorp intended abſolutely and immutably, to bind 
down his Followers, of all Nations, and of all Apes, | 
to the Jewisn Form of Baptizing ; ſuppoſing it to 
have been by Dipping only ;, is quite repugnant to 
that mild, that generous and free Spirit which his Re- 
ligion every where breathes—And here it is natural 
to obſerve 

| 1. That 


* John iv. 23. + Rom. xiv. 17. 1 Galat. vi. 15. 
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1. That concerning a certain ceremonial, emblema- 
tical Waſhing, much like this of chriſtian Baptiſm, 
he our divine Laugiver hath determined That the 
de « quaniity of Water, or it's application to the whole 
i; Boch is little to be regarded,” Peter * ſaith un- 
to bim, Thou ſhalt never waſh my Feet, IxEsus an- 
ſevered him, if I waſh thee not, thou haſt no Part with 
me. Simon Peter ſaith unto bim, Lok p, not my 
Feet only but my Hands and my Head, Ixsus ſaith un- 
to him, be that is waſhed (in ſuch an emblematical, fi- 
— WT gurative waſhing, as I am now going to perform) 
needeth not ſave to waſh bis Feet—The application of 
Water to one Part only, is as effeual to his cleanſing, 
= as if his who/e Body was actually overwhelmed. 
= NorTe, The Maſbing, concerning which our Lord 
has left this Determination, was of the very /ame 
Nature with Baptiſm : i. e. It was an application of 
Water to the Body, for a religious or moral End. 
And this Determination, was, no doubt, left upon 
Record, that it might be applied by us (as, in the 
WF reaſon of the Thing, it is moſt juſtly applicable) 
il; FF under his ſpiritua! Diſpenſation, to every like cere- 
; monial Waſhing. And it evidently teaches us, that 
-in ſuch ritual Purifications, the quantity of Water and 
ST the manner of it's Application, are Things of no 
ber great Concernment; upon which no important 
out WF itreſs is to be laid in his Church, It is farther to be 
our obſerved 
nd 2. That even under the Jew1sH, which was 
cs, confeſſedly a weak and ceremonial Diſpenſation, and 
to which laid infinitely more Weight upon ritual Ol. 
to ſervances than the CRRIST IAN RELIGION does, a 
de Liberty was given to human Prudence 1 diſpenſe with 
ral WF ſome of the moſt expreſs and moſt ſolemn Inſtitutions, 
in Caſes where only Mercy or great Convenience re- 


ut WF quired it. 
F 2 Thus 


Fab xii. 8, 9, 10. 
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Thus the Rite ef Circumciſion, though injoined un- ſ 
der the awful Penalty to the neglecter of ding cut ti 

was yet, without Offence, laid afide for the 
| of forty Nears f: And upon no other Ground 
as far as appears, but becauſe the frequent and un- 
certain Decampments, Marches and Wars of the 
Hraelites, in their paſſage through the Wilderneſs, 
rendered it inconvenien and troubleſome to be obſerved. 

So, by an expreſs Command t, none but ihe Prieſts 
were to eat of the hallowed or Shew Bread: Vet Da- 
vid and his Men, when no other Supply could | 
eanveniently be had, violated this Injunction: They 
eat of that Bread, which it was NOT LAWFUL for 
them is eat, and are juſtified by CR 187 ||, | 

So alſo, the brazen Serpent, which was ſet up by 
the Command of Gop ; honGured by many great 
and miraculous Cures ; and deſigned, probably to 
be an inſtructive Memorial to future Ages (which is 
the very nature of a Rite or Sacrament in the Chri- 
ſtian Church) was yet, when abuſed to Superſtition, 
broken down by Hezzkiah and actually deſtroyed 5. 

Now, if under the Jewiſh, ceremonial and weak- 
ly Diſpenſation, ſuch Liberty was indulged to hu- 
man Prudence and Convenience, as to diſpenſe with 
and ſet fide it's ritual Injunctions; and this, when 
they were injined under ſo awful and ſevere a Pe- 
nalty; how abſurd is it to imagine, that our di- 
vine Lawgiver Jzsvs CHR1sT has, under his infi- 
nitely more free and ſpiritual Diſpenſation (under 
which our State is as much freer than that of the 
Fews, as the ſtate of Sons is than that of Servants ; 
or of Friends, than that of Slaves) tied us up to a ſtrict 
and invariable exactneſs, as to merely ritual Ob- 
fervances; and that no conſiderations. of Decency, 
Health, Convenience, or Mercy, — now to 
OX ſub- 
' AN \ 
* Gen, xvii. 14. Þ+ 725. v. t Levit. xxiv. 5—9. 
| Mart. xii. 4. $ Numb. xxi. 8, 5 2 Kings xviii, 4. 
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ſubſtitute the Form of Sprinkling the baptiſmal Wa- 
ter, inſtead of a total Immerſion into it ? But, farther, 

3. Mapy Rites of undoubted apoſtelical Uſage if 
not Injunction, are now, without Blame, not only 
altered, but entirely laid aide. Which is a far grea- 

ter Liberty, than the mere Subſtitution of Sprink; 
inſtead of Dipping. | 

Tn Greeting one another with the holy Kiſs, was 
unqueſtionably an ayosTOLIC Praftice. See Rom, 
xvi. 16. 1 Cor. xvi. 20. 2 Cor. xill. 12. 1 Thefſ. v. 
26. 1 Pet. v. 14. In all which Places it is expreſsly 
recommended, if not injoined. Ananus gianuale aonral or 
ela Tavoaumer Tor wav, Having finiſhed our Prayers, 

ue /alute each other with a Kiſs : Says Juſtin Martyr *. 
y WA like arosToLIc Practice and Command was 
t be ancinting the Sick with Oyl, in the Name of the 
Lord. See E vi. 13. and Jam. v. 14. 

Now to our good Brethren, who declaim zea- 
ouſly upon — Fulfilling all Righteouſneſs and who 
alk—< By what Authority do you take upon you 
<« to alter CHR 1sT's Inſtitution; and laying aſide 
« the ſcriptural and apoſtolic Mode of Immerſſon, 


u- to ſubſtitute Sprinkling or Pouring in it's Room ?. 
1h With great aſſurance we reply — “ By the ve 

en MM ſame, Sirs, by which you alſo quite aboliſh and 
e- lay aſide the Scriptural, arosTOLIC, Inſtitution 
i- or Practice of ſaluting with the boly Kiſs, and of 
fi- r Anointing the Sick with Oyl in the Name of the 


* Lord.” —Theſe we can prove, with zen times clear- 
r Evidence, to have been either actually com- 


4% Panded, or practiſed, by tbe Apaſtles, than you can 
ic aptiſm by Immer/ion only. Now, if theſe fignificant 
. nd boeh Rites, unqueſtionably once injoined, or 
cy, Practiſed, by tbe Apoſtles, in conformity to the 
to u Uſage of their Countries and Times, are by 
1b- o wholly % gude; becauſe they would ſeem odd 


this Country and Age where no ſuch Cuſloms ob- 
—9. . » tain'z 
? pol, 2. 
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fain; we demand, Why Bathing the whele Body 
(which was alſo among the Eaſtern Nations and 
warm Climates, where Chriſtianity was firſt planted, 
a very familiar and delightful Thing) Why, I ſay, 
may it not, in like manner be exchanged, for 
Pouring Water on the Body: Seeing ſuch total Im- 
merſions are in this Country and Age, an unuſual, 
a troubleſome, a ſcarcely modeſt and decent, and in 
many Caſes a cruel and a very dangerous Thing ? — 

Eſpecially, as the Form of Pouring is every whit as 
Srenificative as that of Dipping can be Let thoſe, who 
contend warmly for a circumſtantial adherence to 
Scripture Practice in one Rite, ſay, how it is they i 
Juſtify the great Liberty they take quite to aboliſh BY 
and change others “. ? 

Again, Why do they not inſiſt alſo, that vn- 3 
LEAVENED BREAD and but ons Lor, ought 
conſtantly to be uſed in the Sacred Rite of the Sup- 
per? (To which, perhaps, may be added, The 
mixing Water with Vine in the Sacramental Cup) 
It is incomparably more certain that zbe/e only were 
uſed by our Lord and his Apoſtles, in that Sacrament ; | 
than that they invariably practiſed Immerſion on), 
in the other. 

It was unleavened Bread which our Lord took and 
broke (for the Jews at that Time, by the exprel;} 
Command of Gop, were to have no other in their th 
Houſes +) when He inſtituted the Supper, and faid — the 
Do Ta1s in remembrance of me: And concerning Fu 
which, it is ſaid—4s oft as ye eat THIS Bas aD— Ki 
What Bread was that? Bread that was unleavened 4 
Vea, and both theſe Circumſtances, viz, The Brea 
being unleavenea, and the having but one Loaf, are , O, 

exprelſs|y 4 


Though a Ki/ of Peace, and an Order of Deaconeſſe, 
were the Practices of the Apoffolic Time; Yet when the c 
ve occaſion to Raillery, and the other to Scandal, all on 
orld was, and ſtill is, ſatisfied with the Reaſons of letting be 
fall. Biſhop Burnet on Art, xx. 
+ Exod. xiii. 7. 
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expreſsly alluded to by the Apoltle, and repreſented 
as fjenificative of ſomething moral in this Sacrament, ' 

j as Immerſion” is of being buried with Chriſt, in the 

| * other. By the former, the unleavened Bread, the 

9 Chriſtian Worſhippers are remembered, of the Pu- 

? rity and Sincerity with which they ſhould aſſemble, 

f and celebrate this religious Rite. Therefore let us 

| keep the Feaſt ; not with old Leaven, neither with the 

, Leaven of Malice and Wickedneſs, but with the u x- 

; LEAVENED BREAD of Sincerity and Truth *, Behold 

2 how emblematical and fienificative it is made! And 

J by the latter, the one Loaf, the Unity of the Church 

is, with great Beauty and Propriety, figuratively 

= ſhewn forth, and the Communion in one Body, into 

*X which all Chriſtians are received. For we being ma- 


fo =. ny, are ONE BREAD, and one Body; fer we are all 

"IT partakers of that one BREAD&H, Or, as the paſſage 
* IF ought to have been rendered, Becauſe there is o E 
t Bread, or Leaf uſed in this ſacred Ceremony, we who 
1. are many are ON E Body; for we are all partalers of that 


one Loar f. 

Lr ſome Reaſon be now ſhewn—Why we are to 
be tied down to a rigorous Conformity to the Cir- 
cumſtance of Dipping, in one Sacrament ; but are 


, not to the Circumſtance of unleavened Bread, and of 
cone Loaf, in the other? If we muſt indeed fulfil all 
or = Righteouſneſs (as is warmly urged on this Head) if we 


muſt obſerve exactly A LL the Inſtitutions and Kites of 
zei the apoſtolic Church; let us indeed, fulfil it. But 
chen let us be content and uniform in our Obedience: 
102 Fulfilling the Righteouſneſs of ſaluting with the Holy 
of ancinting the Sick with Oyl in the name of the 
%% Lord—of unleavened Bread, and one Loaf in the Sacra- 
„ went of the Supper; as well as the Righteouſneſs of 

© "8 Dirping the baptized, To conclude 
4. From 


e o 21 Cor. V. 8. + I Cor. x. 17. 
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4. From our Lord's Deciſion in a like Caſe, viz, 
be Sabbath was made for Man, and not Man for the 
Sabbath; and I will have Mercy and not Sacrifice * — 
It apears plainly to be his Will, not to tie up his 
Followers to a rigid and ſevere Exactneſs in Things 
of a ritual and poſitive kind. 

Taz Law injoining the Sabbatical Reft, was one 
of the Tx x delivered, with infinite Pomp, at Mount 
Sinai—ls often ſpoken of as an important part of the 
Covenant which {ubſiſted betwixt Gop and bis People--- 
Great Bleſſings are promiſed to it's religious Obſer- 
vation; and ſevere Threatenings denounced upon 
thoſe who neglect it—Yea, a Tranſgreſſor was once, 
by the expreſs Command of Gop, foned to Death for 
it's violation, as a warning to future Ages—This is 
a thouſand times more than can be ſaid in ſupport of 
the form of Dipping in Baptiſm : Let behold! The 
ſtrict obſervance of this ſabbatical Reſt, even under the 
Fewiſh, ceremonial, weakly Diſpenſation, was violated 
by the Apoſtles, and diſpenſed with by our Lok p, 
when Convenience or Compaſſion to the Body required it. 
Much more, then, may we conclude, that the 
ſtrict obſervance of Dipping, may be innocently neg- 
lected, under the infinitely more exalted Diſpen- 
ſation of CHRIS TH; when either Decency, or Mercy, 
or great Convenience for bids it's Uſe. 

Tr 1s Fact, viz. the Diſciples breaking the Sabba- 
tical Reſt, by plucking and rubbing Ears of Corn, 
and our Lord's reaſoning thereon, happened, no 
doubt, and was recorded with a view to the Inſtruc- 
tion of after-ages; and was deſigned as @ Precedent, 
a rule of Judgment and Action, by which we are 
to be directed in every lie Caſe. Our Divine Lx- 
GISLATOR hath hereby taught us to reaſon thus 
When the „ric Obſervance of a merely ritual Com- 
mand will be attended with Danger and great In- 


convenience to the Diſciples, it may lawfully be 
waved 


Matt. xii, 7. Mark ii. 27. 


* 


1 
r 
8 
f 
S 
C 
1 
7 


„ 


and primitive manner of Baptizing. 41 


wayed—Or thus: Baptiſm was made for Max; and 
wi Man for Baptiſm. If, therefore, through any 
change of national Cyſtom, or of Climate, the form 
of Drpping in Baptiſm ſhould become odd and unbe- 
coming (as the Love-Kiſs would no be) hazardous 
to the Health, or troubleſome to the Diſciples, it 
might then innocently be waved ; and a F--m leſs 
burthenſome and diſagreeable be ſubſtituted in it's 
Room. 
And here I beg leave to aſæ . Whether a ſtrict 
Adherence to Dipping the baptized, would not, pro- 
bably, be attended with as much Danger and Incon- 
venience to the Bodies of the Diſciples now; as a ſtrict 
obſervance of tbe ſabbatical Reſt would have been to 
he twelve Apoſtles, when going through the Field 
of Corn? In other Words—Whether it be not as 
much Mercy to excuſe ſome at leaſt (viz. new-born 
Infants, weakly and unhealthful Perſons, and even 
ll others throughout the inter Seaſon, in theſe 
morthern and cold Climates) from being totalhy plunged 
in Baptiſm ;, as it was to excuſe the twelve from for- 
bearing to pluck and rub the Corn on the Sabbath Day? 
IT enters into the nature of Things ritual and cir- 
umſtantial, to be mutable, tranſient and liable to 
be changed, As they are often but an Adoption of 
ſome national Cuſtom (which is apparently the Caſe 
as to the Inſtitution of Baptiſm) or, an Accomo- 
dation of a common Uſage to ſome Purpoſe in Religion: 
So, they are alterable in their Nature; and are them- 
ſelves in ſome Meaſure to be accommodated to pre- 
vailing Cuſloms and Taftes ; to the ſeveral Countries, 
mates, and Tempers of Mankind. This, I 
apprehend, is the only Reaſoning on which it is 
poſſible to juſtify our Diſuſe of the primitive, apoſtolic 
Practice of ſaluting with a Kiſs of Love, in our wor- 
ſhipping Aſſemblies. The Cuſtom of thoſe antient 
imes rendered ſuch 12 neither odd nor _ 
culous 


Y 


42 Dipping, not the only ſcriptural 
culous : But ſhould the practice be introduced into 
our preſent Churches, and Worſhip ; .it needs no 
be ſaid—with how juſt an offence! 

Now, if, for no oTHzR Ret ason than a change 
of national Cuſfom, we lay aſide this undoubtedly 
* entient, APOSTOL1C, religious Ceremony, the Ki 
of Charity; Why ſhould not a like change of 1 
tional Cuſtom, with regard to Bathing the whole Body, 
be allowed to juſtify it's Diſuſe in the Ceremony o 
Baptiſm? For a Woman, in thin Apparel, before 1 
multitude of Spectators, to go into the Water, an 
be taken into the Arms of him who officiates, and 
be laid under the Water, is, in the preſent Natio 
and Age, an equally indecent and diſagreeable Sigh 
as for Men, at the concluſion of public Prayers, u 
ſalute one another with a Ks of Charity or Peace. 

To conclude—If, after all that hath been faid 
any ſtill think it their indiſpenſible Duty to baptiz 
by Immenſion only; let them, by all means, thus bay 
tize ; But then, we beſeech them to forbear all { 
vere Cenſuresof thoſe, who are not Dipt. Let the 
not repreſent us as perſons wnbaptized — withdra! 
from our Churches—refuſe Communion with us, 1 
the common Table of our Lon p, upon ſo trifling a di 
ference. This, ſurely, were to diſhanour our ſacret 
Religion; and too naturally brings not only chr) 
tian Baptiſm, but CHRIST IANIT V it ſelf, into ma 
nifeſt Contempt. 
Let us therefore, according to the apoſtolic P 
cept — receive one another, but not to doubtful Diſpuli 
ions. To maintain an Unity of Spirit, by mutu 
Forbearance, and to live together in perfect Chi 
rity, is a Matter of infinitely more Importance 
than the Quantity of Water, or the Manner of it 
Application, with which a Perſon is baptized, H 
the Kingdom of Gop is not Meat and Drink, bu 
Righteouſneſs, and Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Ani 
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the* End of the Commandment is CHARITY 3 out of 
4 pure Heart, and of a good Conſcience, and of Faith 
, unfeigned. | 


Now the Gop of Patience and Conſolation grant 
us to be like. minded one towards, another, 
according to Chriſt Feſus, That we may with 
one Mind, and one Mouth glorify Gop, even 
the Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Amen. 


* : ph "ts: ty 5 \ vr 6 
R mr eee 


. r 8 "vt W Re) IR 
hos. © 1 VP 1 e. os hn 3 


5 7 ys A | 
Daune, *y the Pane) arne 
CERN 21> B&< a2 + 7 1 36 


e Ne. e e neee eee 
„7 6 5 N (71 | | 8 tt” ho 4 2 

| : ' 2 ow 
* t oF Weir SPN, 2 - „ „ 
2 * pI - 


1 N 7 ANTS. 


By” * y. "© 


bl . 


Keb Service; 


'$ ounder upon SCRIPTURE, and — 
_ * ire: AR 
33 — 4 * ee 

x * e = 1 Ly 21 3” 


* * „ 


e Porpoſe and Lſe in Religion are . 
1 for <4 Wah,” at che rm. Lombard Stet. 


V2 
* 
„ 15 as . 
- N 8 4 . 
« 7 - * 
w 4 - *. - 
, " 
»- = - - 
S 4 «, . — 2 
2 CE V2 2 - 
vr „ * 
* © 
- i * 
. 8 * 2 - A... - 
* * 2 9 7 » 
1 . 
* 
1 P = ad ” 
1 * 
. 
/ 8 


